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A Rescue Operation Focusing Solely On The 
Arabian and Half-Arabian Horse

Arabian Horse Rescue & Education, Inc. (AHRE), based in Troutdale, Ore., recently 
celebrated its one-year anniversary as a 501(c) 3 non-profit. Tripled in capacity in its first 
year, it offers several education and outreach programs. In that time, it has rescued 28 

Arabian and Half-Arabians from auctions and feedlots in the Pacific Northwest, and has re-homed 
14 horses, as far away as Missouri. 

“Sadly, with the historic recession and unemployment we all lived through over the last several 
years, there is a high demand for rescue organizations, especially one that primarily focuses on 
saving Arabians and Half-Arabians,” said Executive Director Dusty Calcagno. “Unfortunately, 
the ‘crazy Arabian’ stigma held by the general horse-owning population makes it infinitely more 
difficult to place these loving animals.”

A domestic ban on horse slaughter began in 2007 following withdrawal of federal funding for 
slaughter house inspections in 2006, though federal funding money was restored in 2011. During 
that time, the Arabian Horse Association’s stance has vacillated from pro-slaughter to “holding no 
official position regarding the reestablishment of equine slaughter facilities in the United States.”
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AHRE Executive Director Dusty Calcagno rescuing Jenny from an auction 
and just about ready to set off on her “Freedom Ride.
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IncreasIng capacIty For More Horses 
An estimated 150,000 horses are sent to slaughter 
annually. Arabians, typically last to be bid on at auction, 
are four times more likely to go to slaughter than other 
breeds, according to Calcagno. 

The rescue facility, which is operated 100 percent on 
monthly donations and volunteer time, now cares for 10 
horses at any given time. And soon the rescue will be 
housed under one roof rather than spread across several 
miles at three locations. 

The Calcagno family will soon acquire Crystal Springs 
Equestrian Center, a 28-stall facility in Oregon City, Ore. 
for rescue horses readying for adoption or those being 
rehabilitated. “We will lease 10 stalls for the rescue and 
board out the remainder,” Calcagno said. “I never want to 
stretch ourselves too thin—financially or in man power.”

After AHRE purchases the horses from auctions and 
feedlots, it typically keeps the horses for two to three 
months before they are adopted out, with the older horses 
taking longer to place. The costs to rehab some of the 
animals and provide regular maintenance care is steep—
averaging $1,500 or more per horse during that period. 
“Older horses with special feed can be upwards of $2,000,” 
Calcagno says. 

“My philosophy for matching an adopter with a horse is 
‘Expectations must meet realizations,’” Calcagno adds. “We 
want to find the best long-term home for these horses.”

BuIldIng Breed aMBassadors tHrougH 
educatIon 
In addition to rescuing and re-homing Arabian horses, 
AHRE’s mission is to mentor youth and educate the public 
on the sensitivity and versatility of the Arabian breed. 

“I love the Arabian breed—they’re beautiful and 
intelligent. But, I think they’re misunderstood. Part of 
what I want to do is educate the public about the breed’s 
differences and how to work with and care for an Arabian. 
Less is more with an Arabian in terms of sensitivity to 
stimuli, but the loyalty you get in return is so much more.”

While the AHRE programs are still being defined and 
growing, Calcagno has identified several programs she is 
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AHRE’s first rescue horse, Helena, before and after.

Makayla, AHRE’s first youth mentor participant, lunges 
AHRE’s first rescue horse, Helena.
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moving forward with as part of AHRE’s extended mission 
of mentoring and educating, including: 

• A safety net program with discounted rates for the 
otherwise responsible owner who has fallen on hard 
times due to a job loss or health issue.  

“Ultimately, we want to ensure these horses don’t end up 
at an auction or feedlot,” Calcagno says. 

• A volunteer training program that teaches all the 
volunteers to use consistent training techniques when 
working with or around the horses. Currently, two of 
the 25 volunteers help train the horses under saddle 
and others assist with ground work.

• A youth mentoring program targeting 13- to 17-year-
olds who don’t have the resources to own a horse 
either financially or logistically, or those who may 
have other issues such as low self-esteem or poor 
communications skills. 

Calcagno shares how she met one of her youth 
mentoring students: 

“Mikayla belonged to my church. Her parents couldn’t 
afford a horse, but she prayed that she would one day have 
one. Discouraged, she told her mom she was ready to give 
up because her prayer wasn’t being answered. The next 
day, the pastor’s wife told Mikayla of my program.” 

“It was perfect timing. These kids are our future horse 
owners. By exposing them to Arabians through this 
program, they’ll fall in love with the Arabian breed and 
become breed ambassadors,” says Calcagno. 

takIng a leap oF FaItH 
Three years ago, Calcagno didn’t think she was ready to 
start this journey. It would take a giant leap of faith and 
an Arabian mare named Helena to go beyond her fears of 
being a statistic. 

“I was following the efforts of many to save a thin 
chestnut mare that was on a Washington feedlot in May 
2014,” Calcagno shares. “When Helena’s deadline was 
less than an hour away, and no one had stepped up for 
her, I did. That very special horse is the reason that 
AHRE exists.” n

For more information about AHRE and how you can 
adopt, foster, volunteer, sponsor a horse or make 

a tax deductible donation, go to 
www.arabianhorserescueedu.org 

or like “Arabian Horse Rescue & Education, Inc” 
on Facebook. 

In addition to AHRE, the Arabian Rescue Mission in 
Colesville, N.J., also operates a 501(c)3 Arabian rescue 

operation. For more information on this 2014 top-rated 
non-profit, go to www.arabianrescuemission.org. 

Sold to a kill buyer by his owner for $50, Theodore is saved by 
AHRE before his ship date for $300. Theodore, four months after being rescued.
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